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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the parliamentary system regime that originated in
England and is used in France, Germany, Japan, and Thailand, asking whether the so-
called “parliamentary system” exists in fact as a universally accepted entity.

Results were that the parliamentary system was conceived in England,
uninfluenced by any specific theory. It derived in a long historical evolution during
which the parliamentary system interfered with the separation of powers. Focusing
on the relationship between the administrative section and legislative branch, it was
found that systematic separation of powers was considered as a foundation leading
to the presidential system. Unsystematic separation of powers, on the other hand,
would bring about parliamentary system. Therefore, comparative study between the
presidential and parliamentary systems revealed that both shared three significant
basic characteristics: 1) a dualist executive administrative section including head of
state and ministerial council; 2) the administrative section may use political
machinery in accordance with the constitution to dissolve the parliament; 3) and
ministerial councils are politically responsible to parliament. These three basic

characteristics are used to differentiate between regimes under the parliamentary or



(@)

presidential system. In addition, they become a main factors in subsequently
understanding profounder parliamentary system details.

Countries that have been successfully used the parliamentary system
as a main structure for establishing political institutions have adjusted the system to
diverse national contexts. For example, the French parliamentary system was
implemented in a unitary state format, meaning that the president is also head of
state. By contrast, the German parliamentary system was implemented with federal
states, of which the president serves as a head of state. The Japanese parliamentary
system is in the unitary state form, with the emperor as head of state. These three
types of parliamentary systems indicate that politics, society, culture, and different
requirements are factors bringing about different types of parliamentary systems;
each type of system will contain its own elements unique to the national context
where the parliamentary system first originated. Thailand also uses a parliamentary
system, which has been influenced by other countries but adjusted to fit the Thai
context. As a result, Thailand has its own parliamentary system elements that might
differ from those of foreign nations. These findings imply that a single, universally
accepted definition for the term parliamentary system cannot exist. Instead, the
parliamentary system exists to define a regime consisting of the three
aforementioned basic characteristics. Although some countries may consider that
they possess a so-called parliamentary system, differences will always exist in the

details.

Keywords: Parliamentary system, Head of state, Ministerial council, Dissolution of

parliament, Political responsibility.
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2 Art. 39 No free man is to be arrested, or imprisoned, or disseised, or
outlawed, or exiled, or in any other way ruined, nor will we go against him or send
against him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the land.

2T Art. 40 We will not sell, or deny, or delay right or justice to anyone.
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195 i “Cabal” Fadushdnusii 5 § \usdnususanavesypaaria 5 fe

C = Clifford (Thomas Clifford, Baron Clifford, of Chudleigh, 1630 — 1673)

A = Arlington (Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington, 1618 - 1685)

B = Buckingham (George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, 1628 — 1687)

A = Ashley (Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Ashley Feseurnrendudu Earl
of Shafterbury, 1621 — 1683) wag
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L = Lauderdale (John Maitland, Duke of Lauderdale, 1616 - 1682)

1% Karl Loewenstein, supra note 28, p. 69.
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